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April 1996 Pig Population Survey 
Slight drop in numbers compared with April 1995 
Slight decrease in production forecast for the next few months 
The initial results of the survey on pig numbers carried out in April in most 
European Union countries show a slight fall of the pig population. This concerns 
mainly breeding pigs and pigs of under 50 kg. Pigmeat production forecasts for 1996 
and the first quarter of 1997 are downwards. The drop on EU level is estimated at 
-1.2% in 1996 compared with 1995. However, current uncertainties in the meat 
market, following the BSE crisis, could nullify these forecasts. 
The reduction in the pig 
population, which began in 1994, is 
continuing. The drop between April 1995 
and April 1996 is estimated at 0.6%. 
According to the calculations made at the 
beginning of July on the basis of the 
available results of the survey carried out 
in spring of this year, the pig population 
in the EU is about 116 million head. A 
year before, it was 116.7 million. Given 
that Spain is still running down its 
numbers, and that Italy has reported only 
part-results, this estimate must be 
regarded simply as a trend at EU level. It 
must be remembered that Spain, 
accounting for 16% of the EU popu-
lation, is the second largest pig producer 
in Europe after Germany (20%). 
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The biggest decreases were in 
Germany and Austria. In both countries, the 
drop is mostly due to the fact that a great 
number of small producers have given up 
breeding pigs. In general in the bigger pig 
holdings, the livestock has remained stable 
or even increased but setting up new 
intensive pig breedings is getting more and 
more difficult because of environmental 
priorities. 
Reductions in pig populations 
are sharper in the old German Laender 
than in the new ones 
In Austria the pig population has 
been reduced by 4.5%. The country is still in 
the adjustment process which began when 
Austria acceded to the Union, and this has 
triggered sharp reductions in production 
prices. The German pig population fell by 
3.9% on average, but with sharper 
reductions in the old Laender than in the 
new ones (4.1% and 2.1% respectively). In 
the new Laender the population is tending 
to stabilize at over 3 million, which 
represents about a third of the population at 
the time of unification. 










G e r m a n y 
Old Total 
Laender Germany 
20 429 23 552 
7 563 8 601 
2 124 2 527 
Methodology 
In applying the Council Directive 
93/23/CEE, the Member States with a pig poulation 
of less than 3 million head ( or about 2.5 of the 
Community population) are authorised not to 
conduct the April and August surveys. This concerns 
Greece, Luxembourg, Portugal, Finland and Sweden. 
In Spain and Italy the survey has been 
carried out but the the processing of data is still 
under way. 
The population developments for the EU 
correspond to the weighted means of the develop­
ments in the countries having conducted the survey. 
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In the other countries, excepted in 
Spain where only estimates are available, 
there was no noticeable reduction. Denmark 
reduced its population, but only moderately 
(­1.2%). Danish pig production is very 
dependent on external markets, four­fifths of 
Danish pigs being intended for export. It is 
the major European exporter of pigmeat to 
non­Community countries, in particular to 
Japan, and it has to respond very quickly to 
ups and downs in these markets. In April, 
the number of pigs was still well above the 
figure for 1994, when Denmark's exports 
reached an all­time high. 
Netherlands breeders, who are also 
great exporters, but particularly to other EU 
countries, have kept their population stable 
at around 13.8 million for the past three 
years. In France, the uninterrupted growth in 
pig production over the past few years 
(+25% between 1990 and 1995) has now run 
out of steam, but the population has not yet 
started to decrease. 
In Belgium, the population has crossed 
again the threshold of 7 million head, after 
declining slightly in the spring of 1995. The 
Irish population, although small, continues 
to grow. Over a ten­year period it has gone 
up by 50%, whereas the UK population 
shows a slight decrease. 
The breeding stock is growing 
in France and in Ireland 
In the fattening sheds, according to 
the latest data available, the number of pigs 
is very close to the number for a year ago. It 
is precisely these pigs which will determine 
production in the immediate future. 
However, drops in fattening pigs 
populations have been reported in Austria, 
in Germany and in France, but they are 
offset by increases in Belgium (+6.3%), the 
United Kingdom (+5.2%) , the Netherlands 
(+2.2%) and Spain (estimation by +3.3%). 
There was a 1.3% reduction from the 
previous year in the number of young pigs 
and piglets which, when fattened, will come 
onto the market at the end of 1996 or the 
beginning of 1997. There was a decrease of 
the same order in the breeding stock, which 
has affected mainly the category of maiden 




































are a good indicator of future population 
trends, fell sharply in Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. The 
French breeders, on the other hand, seem 
much more confident in the future, judging 
by the 4.6% increase in young serviced 
sows, which ensure the renewal of the 
breeding stock. 
In view of the present population and 
the latest slaughtering statistics, the Gross 




Export of fresh and processed pigmeat 
and export of live pigs 
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Union is still downwards for the next few 
months. Following a 2% reduction between 
1994 and 1995, the population will decrease 
by slightly more than 1% this year, and this 
decrease will continue into the first quarter 
of 1997. 
Slaughterings expected to increase in 
France and in Denmark 
The most significant reductions are 
anticipated in Germany, Spain and the 
United Kingdom. In 
Belgium and the 
Netherlands production 
will start to fall only as 
from the second half of 
1996. In France and 
Denmark, on the other 
hand, slaughtering is ex­
pected to increase towards 
the end of the year. 
In the present 
economic situation, which 
is coloured by consumer 
prejudice against beef fol­
lowing the BSE problem, 
production forecasts for 
other kinds of meat are obviously more 
uncertain. For the time being, it is difficult 
to put a figure on consumer switches from 
one type of meat to another. The attitude of 
pig producers over the next few months will 
naturally depend on demand patterns, which 
are not without their effect on price levels. 
Over the past few months pigmeat prices 
have risen considerably, which has 
improved the profitability of pig breeding, 





Evolution of the profitability index* 
(pigmeat producer price / pig feedingstuff price) 
* Basis 100: Average data 1980, 1981,1982 
'm eurostat Quarterly evolution of Gross Indigenous Production of pigs (Scale is different from one country to the other) 
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• PROVISIONAL OR ESTIMATED DATA 
■:NON AVAILABLE 
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2977 * 11012 * 
3037 * 10959 ! 
2.0 * -0.5 .' 
12 MONTHS (1.4 TO 31.3) 
ANNEE 
2276 26611 24505 
2301 * 26197 * 24505 
2260 ! 25327 * 24730 
7.7 * -7.6 " 0.0 
-1.8 ' -3.3 * 0.9 
3034 11225 
2948 * 10982 ! 
3077 · 10943 ! 
-2.8 * -2.2 ' 
4.4 ' -0.4 ! 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY/MARCH 
6966 6282 749 3012 
6507 * 6246 * 720 * 2982 ! 
6556 * 6331 * 760 * 2966 ! 
0.8 * 7.4 * 5.6 * -0.5 ! 
APRIL/MAY/JUNE 
6319 5846 733 2603 
6155 * 5972 * 746 * 2475 
5635 * 5865 * 780 * 2465 ! 
-8.4 * -7.8 * 4.6 * -0.4 ! 
JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 
5940 6111 776 2228 
6276 * 6084 * 743 * 2194 * 
5932 " 6145 * 768 * 2182 ! 
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